
CITY COMMISSION MEETING  
MARCH 19, 2012 

7:00 PM 
 

 
 
Elected Officials Present 
Shirley Groover Bryant, Mayor 
Brian Williams, Vice Mayor, Commissioner, Ward 3 
Tamara Cornwell, Commissioner-at-Large 1 
Alan Zirkelbach, Commissioner-at-Large 2 
Tambra Varnadore, Commissioner, Ward 2 
 
Elected Officials Absent 
Charles Smith, Commissioner, Ward 1 
 
Staff Present: 
Mark Barnebey, City Attorney 
Jim Freeman, City Clerk 
Allen Tusing, Public Works Director 
Rick Wells, Chief of Police 
Diane Ponder, Deputy Clerk-Administration 
 
 
Call to order, followed by a Moment of Silence and the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PROCLAMATION: Water Conservation Month 
    Accepting:  Terri Behling, Senior Government Affairs Manager 
    Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee and Sarasota Counties 
    Southwest Florida Water Management District 
 
Swearing-in of all persons intending to address City Commission. 
 
Non-agenda Item Public Comment:  None 
 
1.  CITY COMMISSION AGENDA APPROVAL 
The Palmetto Blues Fest Special Function Permit was removed from the Consent Agenda. 
 
MOTION: Commissioner Varnadore moved, Commissioner Williams seconded and motion 
carried 4-0 to approve the March 19, 2012 Agenda as amended with the removal of the Palmetto 
Blues Fest Special Function Permit.   
 
 
2.  CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL 
A.  CITY CLERK’S OFFICE 

1. Minutes:  March 5, 2012          
2. Appointment of Coby Gaulien to the Police Officers’ Pension Plan     

Board of Trustees for a term ending January, 2014. 
3. Special Function Permits: First Fridays 4/6/12-closure of 5

th
 St. & 10

th
 Ave. 

      5/12 and 6/12 closure of 10
th
 Ave. only 

    VBS Celebration 6/22/12 
    Jerry Hill Memorial Kids’ Fishing Tournament 5/12/12 

4. Kirk Pinkerton Legal Billing         
5. Resolution No. 2012-08 to assign $160,632 of Park Impact Fees to the MLK Park   
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B.  PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

1. Approval of Easement to Teco Peoples Gas System      
 
C.  POLICE DEPARTMENT 

1. Approval to expend an additional $4,000 to Victor Woods Corporation as part   
of the Crime Prevention Partnership program. 

2. Approval to hire one part-time police officer  not to exceed 31 hours per week    
at a Grade 110/ Step 0, $15.61 per hour, for the remainder of fiscal year 2012. 
 

Commissioner Williams removed the First Fridays and Jerry Hill Memorial Kids’ Fishing Tournament 
Special Function Permits for discussion  

 
MOTION: Commissioner Varnadore moved, Commissioner Zirkelbach seconded and motion 
carried 4-0 to approve the March 19, 2012 Consent Agenda, as amended. 
 
First Fridays:  Commissioner Williams called attention to the fact that Mr. Tusing stipulated that 5

th
 Street 

will not be closed for the May and June event dates.  He also commented on the fact that the application 
was not received 30 days prior to the first event’s date of April 6, 2012 and asked that the applicant 
adhere to the application submission date rules in the future.  Not going to be open for May and June.  
Closure being 4/6/12; point out again, as in the past supposed to be 30 days prior to the event.     
 
MOTION: Commissioner Williams moved, Commissioner Zirkelbach seconded and motion 
carried 4-0 to approve the First Fridays Special Function Permit.   
 
Jerry Hill Memorial Kids Fishing Tournament 
Mayor Bryant confirmed that cost expenditures to the City for the event will not be waived.  Discussion 
ensued on the rental of the Fishing Pier being listed as an in-kind service.  Staff was asked to bring the 
City Facility Rental Fee Schedule to a future workshop. 
 
MOTION: Commissioner Williams moved, Commissioner Zirkelbach seconded and motion 
carried 4-0 to approve the Jerry Hill Memorial Kids’ Fishing Tournament Special Function Permit. 
 
 
3.  PUBLIC HEARING:  ORDINANCE NO. 2012-05  
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF PALMETTO, FLORIDA, AMENDING 
THE CODE OF ORDINANCES TO REVISE PROVISIONS RELATED TO CRIMINAL PUBLIC 
NUISANCES AND THE CRIMINAL NUISANCE ABATEMENT BOARD; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF 
ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
Mayor Bryant opened the public hearing.   
 
Betty Rhodes asked for an explanation of violations the ordinance will address.  Attorney Barnebey 
explained that incidents relating to drugs, prostitution, stolen property or gang related activity could be 
brought forward to the Nuisance Abatement Board. 
 
Mayor Bryant closed the public hearing.   
 
MOTION: Commissioner Zirkelbach moved, Commissioner Williams seconded and motion 
carried 4-0 to adopt Ordinance No. 2012-05. 
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4.  PUBLIC HEARING:  ORDINANCE NO. 2012-06  
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PALMETTO, FLORIDA; PROVIDING FOR FINDINGS OF FACT; 
PROVIDING FOR REDISTRICTING OF VOTING WARDS; ADDING SECTION 12-13 OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
Mayor Bryant opened the public hearing.  Mayor Bryant closed the public hearing after no public 
comment. 
 
MOTION: Commissioner Zirkelbach moved, Commissioner Varnadore seconded and motion 
carried 3-1 to adopt Ordinance No. 2012-06.  Commissioner Cornwell voted no. 
 
 
5.  FIRST READ:  ORDINANCE NO. 2012-02  
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PALMETTO AMENDING CHAPTER 22, PERSONNEL, ARTICLE IV, 
GENERAL EMPLOYEES' RETIREMENT SYSTEM, OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
PALMETTO; AMENDING SECTION 22-81, DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY OF PROVISIONS; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT 
HEREWITH AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
MOTION: Commissioner Zirkelbach moved, Commissioner Williams seconded and motion 
carried 4-0 to schedule a public hearing for Ordinance No. 2012-02 for April 2, 2012.   
 
Mr. Freeman explained that State law changed rules to limit the amount of overtime, accrued sick and 
vacation time for purposes of calculating pension benefits.  Commissioner Cornwell suggested that the 
topic should be placed on the workshop agenda for discussion prior to the scheduled public hearing. 
 
Mayor Bryant recessed the City Commission meeting to open the CRA Board meeting.   
 
Mayor Bryant reconvened the City Commission meeting at 8:10 p.m. 
 
 
6.  BASEBALL FIELD UPDATE 
The meeting with Manatee County scheduled for March 9, 2012 was cancelled and will be rescheduled. 
 
 
7.  ASR WELL UPDATE 
Mr. Tusing reported he thinks all comments from Southwest Florida Water Management District have 
been resolved.  A new liaison from the organization has been appointed for the project and he will meet 
with that person in the near future.  
 
 
8.  DEPARTMENT HEADS’ COMMENTS 
Mr. Tusing 
None 
 
Mr. Freeman 
The Check Register for both February and March will be on the April 2, 2012 agenda.   
 
Through the grant that purchased the two electric vehicles, a demonstration program, including wrapping 
the vehicles, is required.  He displayed a proposed vehicle wrap, including a Police Community Services 
magnet that will be removable.  The wrap for the Volt will be similar. 
 
Chief Wells 
None 
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Mr. Barnebey 
None 
 
 
9.  MAYOR’S REPORT 
Community meetings are completed; they saw a good response with very few issues.  She commended 
staff.  A Ward 1 community meeting will be held at Bible Baptist on April 24, 2012, beginning at 7:00 p.m.   
 
Commented on the Veterans’ Monument that will be moved to Sutton Park.  The City will correct the 
omission of Black American Veterans who served during World War 1.   
 
 
10. COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS 
Mr. Williams 
Attorney Barnebey stated the City can adopt an ordinance but will have to coordinate it with the Division 
of Forestry or the State would enforce the Statute.  Discussion ensued on the City’s inability to respond to 
complaints received regarding the burning of yard debris.  Attorney Barnebey was asked to find out how 
the Division of Forestry would respond to a complaint.  He was also asked to determine if the City can do 
anything (without an ordinance in place) if open burning creates a health concern. 
 
Mr. Freeman confirmed he will be sending a letter to the car lot north of town this week.  Mayor Bryant 
asked that information be given to Mrs. Roberts so she can prepare a complaint form for City files.   
 
Ms. Varnadore 
Stated her delight that the City will be correcting the Veterans’ Monument.  She inquired if there is any 
way to see if any other entities have the same issue.   
 
Suggested that Manatee County needs to look at how emergency vehicles will navigate through traffic 
backups on the bridges.  She also stated the City needs to work on getting a medical satellite facility. 
 
Mayor Bryant commented on the Council of Governments meeting scheduled for April 3, 2012, when the 
7

th
 Street extension will be discussed.  Correspondence has been received from Donna Hayes, Chairman 

of the Convention Center Authority, regarding the light.  Mayor Bryant opined Ms. Hayes and other 
County Commissioners are not aware of all the meetings she and staff have had with the County staff 
regarding the light.  She suggested that the City Commission also needed to discuss the topic, as 
Manatee County has indicated at a meeting that there is no funding available for the project. 
 
Mr. Williams inquired if it is possible to place three to four items on the workshop agenda, and carry those 
items forward to the 7:00 meeting if the 7:00 meeting ends fairly early.  Mr. Freeman discussed the items 
that are already scheduled for the April 2, 2012 workshop agenda, which will include the project log. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.   
 
Minutes approved: 
 

James R. Freeman 

 
James R. Freeman, City Clerk 


